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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How 
to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for 
"not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the 
instructions.  Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a).   
 

1.  Name of Property 

historic name   Stone Temple Baptist Church 

other names/site number  First Roumanian Congregation, Anshe Roumania 

Name of Multiple Property Listing   
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) 

2.  Location 

street & number   3620-3624 W. Douglas Boulevard   not for publication 

city or town   Chicago   vicinity 

state  Illinois     county  Cook  zip code  60623 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification  
 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this        nomination       request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property       meets       does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this property 
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:          national           statewide            local  

Applicable National Register Criteria:         A            B           C           D         
 

    
Signature of certifying official/Title: Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer                     Date 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources - SHPO  
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   

    
Signature of commenting official                                                                        Date 
 

    
Title                                                                                                  State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
 

4.  National Park Service Certification  

I hereby certify that this property is:   

 

       entered in the National Register                                                                 determined eligible for the National Register             
           

       determined not eligible for the National Register                                        removed from the National Register  
    

       other (explain:)                                                                         
                                                                                                                      

   
  Signature of the Keeper                                                                                                         Date of Action  
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5.  Classification  
 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

x private x building(s) 0 0 buildings 

 public - Local  district 0 0 site 

 public - State  site 0 0 structure 

 public - Federal  structure 0 0 object 

   object 0 0 Total 
 
 
 
 
 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 
 

1 
 
  

6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

RELIGIOUS/religious facility  RELIGIOUS/religious facility 

   

   

   

   

   

   
 
   

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Materials  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE 19th & 20th CENTURY REVIVALS/  foundation: Stone  

Eclectic Revival  walls: Brick, limestone 

    

  roof: Asphalt 

  other:  
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Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe contributing and noncontributing resources if 
applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity).   
 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The Stone Temple Baptist Church, built by Joseph W. Cohen & Co. in 1925-26 as the First Roumanian1 
Synagogue, is a three-story religious building with a two-story extension along its north wall.  The 
primary structure is composed of two buff-colored brick stories atop a first story of cream-colored Indiana 
limestone and arranged as a front-gable structure. The design mixes elements of Classical, Romanesque, 
and Moorish revival elements to form an eclectic composition. The primary design elements of the main 
block of the building are the soaring, two-story arches surrounding the stained-glass windows (some of 
which have now been removed) which light the sanctuary’s interior. The building faces south to Douglas 
Boulevard at the northeast corner of the boulevard’s intersection with South Millard Avenue, in the North 
Lawndale community of Chicago.  The buildings immediately surrounding Stone Temple Baptist Church 
are brick, multi-unit flat buildings of similar age along Douglas Boulevard, and brick and stone two- and 
three-flats of older vintage along Millard Avenue.  Due to its design and historic integrity, the church is 
listed as a contributing structure in The Chicago Park Boulevard System Historic District which 
encompasses the neighborhood.  The property is in good condition with later alterations being easily 
reversible. 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
Site and Setting 
 
The Stone Temple Baptist Church is located at the northeast corner of Douglas Boulevard and South 
Millard Avenue and faces southward toward Douglas Boulevard, one of Chicago’s historic parkway 
boulevards which connect the major historic parks ringing the central city on its North, West, and South 
sides.  The building, originally built as a synagogue, is one of a string of historic Jewish institutions 
including schools, synagogues, and cultural buildings which were built in the first third of the twentieth 
century along Douglas Boulevard to the west of Douglas Park. 
 
Exterior 
 
Overall Appearance 
 
The main church building reads as a massive, multi-story rectangular gable-roofed building.  The 
building’s street elevations facing Douglas and Millard are built of yellow face brick, with Chicago 
common brick cladding the less visible north (alley) and east elevations. Overall, the building reveals a 
high degree of skilled craftsmanship and design in traditional masonry construction. The building is 65’ 
tall and topped with a pitched roof concealed by the raised parapet. The structure of the building consists 
of a concrete foundation supporting a riveted-steel structural framing encased within non-load bearing 
brick walls.  The first story and trim throughout the building are of Indiana limestone. 

 
1 When it was founded, the congregation used the archaic spelling of “Roumania” for their name. The modern spelling, 
“Romania," was later adopted.  
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Front (South) Façade 
 
The south, front elevation facing Douglas Boulevard consists of an Indiana limestone base forming the 
first story, supporting two upper stories of yellow brick.  The limestone ashlar is smooth-finished and laid 
in regular, horizontal courses of blocks above a short water table, which is capped by an ogee.  The 
limestone cladding is capped by a frieze and cornice of limestone, terminating between the first and 
second stories.  Centered on the south façade are three sets of double doors recessed into the wall, raised 
three steps above sidewalk level.  The stone molding surrounding the doors is a simple frame embellished 
with flat roundels placed at even intervals.  The doors are constructed of wood, with a simple flat panel on 
the lower two-thirds and stained-glass panels in the upper third.  The window panels are made of 
opalescent stained glass in a simple pattern of rectangles.  The doors and glass panels appear to be original 
to the building. Above the base, the second and third stories are composed of an arcade of three, two-story 
Indiana limestone arches which surround the window openings.  The arches are supported by Classical 
columns, each capital embellished with a Star of David.  The arches are Moorish in detail, pointed on the 
outside of the voussoirs and round inside. Set inside each of these arches are three similarly executed 
round arches supported by slender columns, which separate the windows vertically and extend from the 
second through third stories.  Above the triple window arches are opalescent stained-glass panels, each 
featuring a Star of David set in a roundel.  Simply paneled limestone spandrels are set between the second 
and third stories. Above the arcade, four decorative limestone plaques are set into the brick wall which 
depict Jewish religious symbols of a book, the Torah, a menorah, and a torch. The front façade is topped 
above the third story with a slightly projecting gabled parapet resting on a limestone corbel band.  The 
brickwork of the parapet is laid in a diapered pattern of monochromatic yellow brick. Centered in the 
parapet gable end is a limestone plaque in the form of the Ten Commandments.  The wall is capped by a 
limestone cap course.  A bronze Star of David at the top of the parapet was removed when the original 
congregation moved.     
 
Side (West) Façade 
 
The west façade overlooking Millard Avenue is stylistically an extension of the front elevation.  The first 
story limestone facing is continued across the west side of the building, and is punctuated by five 
rectangular window openings, later filled in and parged with stucco. In the second and third stories the 
arcade of the front façade is repeated with five arches, the rhythm modified by separating the window 
bays with brick piers in place of the Classical columns. The windows inside the arches are paired, rather 
than in sets of three.  The projecting parapet and corbelled cornice continue from the front façade, and a 
recessed panel above each of the arches contains diapered brickwork.    
 
Side (East) and Rear Facades 
 
The east side of the building is of unadorned construction using Chicago common brick to form the walls, 
while the fenestration duplicates that of the Millard façade for interior symmetry.  Approximately the first 
12’ of the southern end of the eastern wall, closest to Douglas Boulevard, is wrapped in the limestone and 
buff brick of the principal facades to offer a finished look when approaching the building from the east.  
The north façade of the church buildings is built of unadorned Chicago common brick above the Dining 
Room extension. 
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Stone Temple Dining Room 
 
The former community house building, now called the Stone Temple Dining Room, is located to the north 
of the church building.  It was built as a one-story brick structure in 1911 to be a multi-purpose building to 
serve the original Jewish congregation. A second story was added when the church building was built in 
1926.  The west façade is built of reddish-brown textured brick with Indiana limestone trim and is 
approximately square in shape.  The façade is articulated in two ways: horizontally, by use of limestone 
trim at various levels, and vertically, by projecting slightly less than half of the façade forward to form an 
entrance bay.  The first story rests on a limestone foundation course close in size to the water table of the 
church building.  The dominant feature of the first story is the entrance, situated along the north wall of 
the building and raised five steps above street level. The door surround consists of simple limestone 
molding, flanked by large-scale limestone corbels in an elongated Classical design.  The doors are paired, 
of flat steel construction and painted black. The doors are not original to the building. To the south of the 
entrance are two sets of paired, one-over-one double-hung windows with limestone sills.  The first story is 
capped with a flat limestone cornice projecting from the wall plane, over a course of ogee molding.  The 
second story is of the same brick as the first story, punctuated by four single, one-over-one double-hung 
windows.  The northernmost window is centered above the door, and the remaining three are centered on 
the recessed portion of the wall.  The window openings rest on a limestone sill course which extends the 
full width of the west façade.  Each window is surrounded by a trim of slightly projecting bricks laid on 
the short end and topped with a blind arch featuring brickwork laid in a diagonal basketweave pattern.  At 
the top of the second story, a cornice band of limestone arches echoes the cornice motif of the main 
church building and is topped by three courses of slightly projecting brick and a narrow, flat band of 
limestone supporting a short brick parapet, capped with another narrow band of limestone.  The north 
façade faces the alley, and like the east wall is built of Chicago common brick, with approximately the 
first 12’ closest to Millard Avenue finished in the materials of the Dining Room’s west facade to offer a 
finished look when approaching the building from the north. 
 
 
Interior 
 
Vestibule 
 
Accessed through the south wall via the three pairs of doors opening onto Douglas Boulevard, the 
vestibule serves as a transitional space from the street to the stairways and sanctuary.  It is a mezzanine 
level flanked by staircases leading down to the lower-level office space and up to the sanctuary level.  The 
vestibule space is rectangular, with a low ceiling and unadorned plaster walls and ceiling.  Piers finished 
as pilasters are set between the entrance doors, which are varnished oak surrounded by simple varnished 
oak trim with architrave molding, original to the building.  A double door opening on the north wall opens 
to the basement space beneath the sanctuary, trimmed to match the entrance doors.  The flooring of the 
vestibule is non-historic wood-grain laminate. The easternmost pair of exterior doors have been boxed in 
by a room inserted beneath the east staircase, used as storage.  The staircases flanking the vestibule rise in 
the southeast and southwest corners of the building, configured as dog-leg runs.  The western stairwell 
also includes as set of stairs descending to the basement.  The staircases feature simple squared metal 
balustrades beneath wooden railings which are set between decorative metal newels which employ Stars 
of David as a decorative element, with each newel topped by a foliated finial. 
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Narthex  
 
The Narthex is reached via the corner stairs from the vestibule.  This space is rectangular, with plain 
plaster walls supporting a barrel-vaulted ceiling.  The east and west walls of the space extend less than 
halfway down from the ceiling with the open area forming transitions to the stairs, and the transitions 
embellished with plaster corbels.  The quarter-turn stairs continuing up to the balcony level ascend 
beneath arches cut into the walls to allow headroom. The south wall contains three sets of triple windows 
which are framed on the exterior by the south façade arcade, and on the interior with non-historic 
varnished oak trim.  The windows contain clear glass but were likely originally opalescent stained glass. 
The north wall is dominated by a triple grouping of paired doors leading into the sanctuary.  The doors are 
of varnished oak, with stained opalescent glass panels in a starburst motif in shades of tan, purple, and 
green and are trimmed with varnished oak architrave molding.  Each pair of doors is topped with a 
tripartite transom, fashioned of stained opalescent glass coordinating with the door panels.  To the left 
(west) of the doors is an historic double-door access panel made of oak, with its original varnished finish.  
The barrel vault ceiling is framed with a painted lambs-tongue molding.  The narthex is floored in non-
historic wood-grain laminate. 
 
Sanctuary 
 
The sanctuary is a two-story barrel-vaulted space which takes up the entire second and third floors of the 
main church building.  The walls of the sanctuary are of plain plaster, with frame molding present on the 
north and south walls.  The sanctuary is lit from the east, south, and west by bifora windows, each 
featuring a Star of David in the uppermost arch.  The east windows contain panes of clear, textured wire 
glass, with wooden tracery forming the Stars of David.  The south windows have clear glass windows with 
original opalescent stained glass in the uppermost arches, in shades of orange, tan, and green and with 
blue and white Stars of David in the centers.  The west windows mirror the east window formats but 
contain opalescent stained-glass panes in an arch-within-an-arch motif in shades of tan, pink, green, red, 
and blue.  The uppermost arches of the west windows match those in the south windows.  These windows 
have been altered with the substitution of panels taken from other windows, disrupting the continuity of 
design.  The Windows at the floor level in the balcony are protected by metal railings with alternating 
balusters of square and twisted brass.  The west windows beneath the balcony retain their original stained 
opalescent transoms, with clear glass inserted in the frames below.  Fire exit doors opening onto exterior 
fire escapes are set into the northernmost windows on the east and west walls, both in the balcony and on 
the main floor.  Set above the altar area in the north wall is a grouping of seven blue opalescent stained-
glass windows consisting of four rectangles surmounted by three circles.  The lower windows are arranged 
in rectangular panes, while the two smaller circles above contain Stars of David, and the large circle 
contains an image of a book above a long-stemmed rose. 
 
The main floor of the sanctuary accommodates worshippers by means of rows of modern, theater-style 
seats divided into sections by two aisles. Each row of seats is capped with a wooden end panel.  At the 
north end of the sanctuary is a multi-tiered chancel area set four steps above the main floor level.  The first 
tier accommodated three oak clergy chairs and an oak altar.  Behind this level are three tiers of choir 
seating.  Set behind the chancel area into the north wall is the Torah ark from the original synagogue, 
featuring an elaborate plasterwork arch. 
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The sanctuary space is surrounded on its east, south, and west sides by a U-shaped balcony, cantilevered 
from the walls to eliminate the need for supporting columns in the main seating area.  The cantilevers are 
supported from piers set between the windows on the east and west walls, with decorative corbels placed 
at the connections.  The front fascia of the balcony features decorative plaster, with plaster frames 
enclosing groups of four rosettes, each of which forms a socket for a light bulb and separated by plaster 
Stars of David each also surrounding a light bulb socket.  Seating in the balcony is a tiered with 
combination of modern theater-style seats and modular chairs facing the center of the sanctuary, 
overlooking each edge of the balcony.  The floor in the balcony is original birds-eye maple.  The balcony 
is reached by the same corner staircases which extend upward from the vestibule.  An unusual feature is 
that these stairs continue above the balcony, leading to small bathrooms at the tops of the stairs. 
 
The sanctuary lighting fixtures are largely original.  Most significant are four elongated pendant 
chandeliers suspended from the center of the barrel vault.  Constructed of brass and white glass, each 
contains six branches of faux candles and are decorated with brass Stars of David.  The balconies are lit by 
thirteen historic wheel-type brass and white glass chandeliers.  The underside of the balcony was 
originally lit by brass flush-mount chandeliers, most of which have been replaced by modern ceiling fans.  
Two types of original sconces are present in the sanctuary: three-candle forms beneath the balcony 
overhang, and larger seven-candle forms affixed between the windows in the balcony area. 
 
Basement 
 
The basement of both the main church building and the Dining Room building contains offices, service 
and mechanical areas, classroom space, and a room for the performance of baptisms.  There are no historic 
elements remaining in this level of the building. 
 
Stone Temple Dining Room  
 
The first story of the Stone Temple Dining Room is divided into three spaces: a vestibule, a dining room, 
and a kitchen.  This level contains no historic finishes.  The vestibule is entered from South Millard 
Avenue on the west of the building and opens onto a staircase along the north wall descending to the 
basement, stairs rising along the building’s west wall to the second floor, and eastward into the dining 
room.  The dining room is a large rectangular space, with a raised dais on its south wall.  The north wall of 
the dining room contains a pair of one-over-one, double-hung windows.  The kitchen runs the entire width 
of the east wall of the Dining Room building. 
 
The second story of the Dining Room building is largely intact as built.  It is reached by a quarter-turn 
stair rising along the building’s west and south walls from the vestibule below to a large landing above.  
This landing serves as a circulation space, opening to a cloak room on the south, restrooms on the north, 
and the assembly room to the east.  Two windows in the west wall light the stairwell.  The walls of the 
stair and landing area are made of plaster, with dado molding rising along the staircase and the surfaces 
have been coated in a later popcorn-type finish.  The landing is separated from the stairwells by a simple 
wooden balustrade of squared balusters, set between squared newels and is floored in non-historic 
adhesive vinyl squares.  All door and window trim in the second-floor spaces consists of simple flat trim 
topped with entablatures.  Doors are of varnished pine, divided into two vertical panels. 
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The cloak room to the south of the landing retains its original Dutch door and contains cabinetry for 
hanging coats and storing hats, and is lit by the southernmost of the three windows in the second story of 
the building’s west facade.   
 
On the north wall of the landing and separated from it by small anterooms, bathrooms for men and women 
contain original sinks, toilets, and urinals, as well as wooden stall dividers and doors.  The men’s 
bathroom is lit by a window set into the north wall, and the women’s bathroom is lit by the window above 
the entrance in the building’s west façade. 
 
The assembly room is entered via two pairs of doors set into the east wall of the landing.  This square 
room takes up the majority of the second floor of the Dining Room building.  The walls and ceiling are of 
plaster, with the walls articulated by arch-topped frame molding and the ceiling having been coated in a 
non-historic textured finish.  The room is ringed on the north, east, and south walls by a raised dais 
accommodating a single row of seating.  The room is lit by three pairs of one-over-one, double-hung 
windows on the east, and three pairs of one-over-one, double-hung windows on the north.  A fire exit is 
present in the east wall, at the northeast corner of the room. 
 
Alterations/Integrity 
 
Overall, the Stone Temple Baptist Church retains much of its historic integrity.  A series of window 
openings at street level were filled in at some time in the past, and parged with a buff-colored stucco that 
blends with the surrounding limestone facing.  Where there are now two floodlights mounted to the 
Douglas Boulevard façade, there were originally large sconces in the form of Menorahs per a 1920s 
rendering of the building.  The sanctuary space retains most of its original stained-glass windows which 
consist of tan opalescent rectangles, simple borders and Stars of David set in roundels.  Some stained glass 
on the lower level of the sanctuary’s west wall and the south wall of the balcony has been replaced with 
clear glass though the textured wire glass on the east elevation of the sanctuary appears to be original.  
The basement of the main church building has been altered significantly, to the point where no original 
details remain and determining the layout to either period of significance is impossible.  In the Dining 
Room building, the first-floor spaces are also completely altered from original state since either period of 
significance, but the second-floor spaces are mostly intact and retain their historic characteristics.  All 
alterations to the significant portions of the Stone Temple Baptist Church building are easily reversible 
and largely do not detract from the historic character of the structure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900                                                                     OMB No. 1024-0018   
                  
 
 Stone Temple Baptist Church   Cook, Illinois 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

9 
 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 
 

x A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 
  

   

x C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

 

 
  

 
 
 

Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
 
Property is: 

 
A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes. x 

  
B 

 
removed from its original location. 

  
C 

 
a birthplace or grave. 

  
D 

 
a cemetery. 

  
E 

 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

  
F 

 
a commemorative property. 

  
G 

 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

  within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

Architecture 

Social History  

Ethnic Heritage - Black 

 

 

 
 
Period of Significance  

1928 (Architecture) 

1954-1968 (Social History/Ethnic Heritage) 

 
Significant Dates 

1926 

1954-1968 

 
 
Significant Person  
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

 

 

Cultural Affiliation (if applicable) 

 

 

 

Architect/Builder 

Joseph W. Cohen & Co. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria, 
justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations). 
 
The Stone Temple Baptist Church, constructed as the First Roumanian Synagogue in 1926 and sold to Reverand 
James Marcellus Stone and his congregation in 1954, is locally significant under National Register Criteria A in 
the areas of Social History and Black Ethnic Heritage for its important role in the civil rights movement during 
the 1950s and 1960s. Reverend Stone emerged as a leading civil rights activist in Chicago in the late 1950s, and 
the church quickly became a home for civil rights demonstrations, beginning with a 1955 protest rally after the 
death of Emmett Till. In 1960, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., leader of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), made the first of many appearances at Stone Temple Baptist Church, as part of a 
demonstration urging representatives at the 1960 Republican National Convention (held in Chicago) to 
repudiate segregationists and adopt a civil rights plank in the party’s platform.  In the mid-1960s, the building 
became a home for activities of the Chicago Freedom Movement, formed by the SCLC and the Coordinating 
Council of Community Organizations (a coalition of local Chicago civil rights groups) in 1965. The movement 
focused on bringing the civil rights struggle from the South to northern cities, with the goal of eliminating 
housing discrimination and desegregating Chicago neighborhoods.  Between 1965 and 1968, when King was 
assassinated, Stone Temple Baptist Church served as an organizational center for the Chicago Freedom 
Movement and a frequent speaking platform for King.  
 
The church also meets National Register Criteria C as a locally significant structure relating to its style and 
composition by Chicago architectural firm Joseph W. Cohen & Co. and its situation in the North Lawndale 
neighborhood of Chicago’s West Side.  Due to its design and historic integrity, the church is already listed as a 
contributing structure in The Chicago Park Boulevard System Historic District which encompasses the 
neighborhood.  The building is a finely detailed, eclectic mix of Classical, Romanesque, and Moorish Revival 
styles, forming a unique stylistic composition in Chicago.  In addition to its design and execution, it represents 
an important remaining element of the Jewish community of North Lawndale which flourished in the first half 
of the twentieth century. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)   

 
Stone Temple Baptist Church and Chicago’s Civil Rights Movement 
 
The founding force behind Stone Temple Baptist Church’s role in Chicago’s civil rights struggle was the Rev. 
James Marcellus Stone.  He was born on February 12, 1906 in Point Peter, Georgia and had moved to Chicago 
by 1930, accompanied by members of his family.2 After earning a divinity degree in 1933 he served as pastor to 
Second Timothy Baptist Church, founded in 1925 and by 1954, it was located at 116 E. 36th St. The 
construction of the Chicago Housing Authority’s Dearborn Homes public housing project in 1950 displaced 
Second Timothy, and in 1954 Rev. Stone and the congregation purchased the synagogue of the First Romanian 
Congregation.3 On July 11, 1954, the Second Timothy Baptist congregation paraded the 9 miles to their new 
church in a motorcade of floats and ribbon-covered cars. The congregation marked the occasion by changing its 
name to Stone Temple Baptist Church in honor of their pastor.4  Rev. Stone grew his congregation by training 
young ministers, hosting emerging gospel singers and attracting new members living on the West Side. He also 
counseled local political leaders and became active in the civil rights movement. Within a year of moving into 

 
2 1930 United States Federal Census, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois, digital image s.v. “James M Stone”, available at 

ancestry.com. (accessed February 28, 2020). 
 3 Matt Crawford, “Stone Temple Baptist Church Building,” Landmark Designation Report, City of Chicago, 2016, 14. 

4 “Baptist Church Will Hail Move to West Side,” Chicago Tribune, July 4, 1954. 
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the new church, in November 1955, Stone Temple Baptist Church hosted a protest rally against the killing of 
Emmett Till.  A year later, Edith S. Sampson, lawyer and judge, and the first African American U.S. delegate 
appointed to the United Nations spoke about civil rights at Stone Temple.5  
 
Rev. J.M. Stone was a friend of Atlanta pastor Martin Luther King, Sr. The senior Rev. King’s son was Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., who was leading the Montgomery, Alabama bus boycott. Dr. King came to Chicago to 
make his first speech at Stone Temple Baptist.  On December 16, 1959, he explained the boycott and expressed 
support of an integrated housing development that was being blocked by city officials in suburban Deerfield.6    
 
Dr. King returned to Stone Temple in July 1960 when the city hosted the Republican National Convention. On 
July 24, 1960, New York governor Nelson A. Rockefeller addressed a rally for civil rights held at Liberty 
Baptist Church, located at 49th Street and what is now Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive.  Dr. King was joined 
in his organizing efforts by the Chicago branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP), an organization founded in 1910 by black and white racial progressives to champion a vision 
of a just society.7  On July 25, King addressed a rally at Stone Temple Baptist Church with Roy Wilkins of the 
NAACP and A. Philip Randolph, president of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters.8 The audience was 
urged to join King’s march the following day to the convention headquarters at the International Amphitheatre 
near the Stock Yards. The demonstrators urged the Republican Party to repudiate segregationists in its ranks 
and adopt a strong civil rights plank in the party platform, including a civil rights bill giving the Federal 
government the right to initiate suits in communities where no effort to desegregate was being made.9    
 
In the 1960s, Stone Temple Baptist Church became a center of Chicago’s civil rights movement by hosting civil 
rights speakers and rallies: in 1960, Stone Temple hosted a protest against the overcrowded conditions in 
Lawndale’s schools;10 in 1961, a support rally was held for African American sharecroppers evicted from their 
farms in Tennessee for registering to vote in the 1960 presidential election; in 1962, Stone Temple supported 
the Greater Lawndale Conservation Commission’s effort to fight blight in the neighborhood;11 in 1963, a 
“Blueprint for Freedom” rally was led at Stone Temple by attorney Horace Ward, the first African American to 
seek admission to the University of Georgia;12 in 1964, a rally at Stone Temple supported a school boycott to 
protest school segregation, and the church held “freedom schools” for the children who stayed home from 
school and it was from this event that the seed of the Chicago Freedom Movement was planted.13 In 1964, an 
educational program at Stone Temple described the Mississippi Freedom Project which saw three civil rights 
workers murdered; in 1965, Stone Temple participated in a march on City Hall to remove controversial school 
superintendent Ben Willis.14  
 
In September 1965, King announced that his organization, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), and the Coordinating Council of Community Organizations (CCCO) had joined forces and chosen 
Chicago as the focus of their movement for Civil Rights in the North in an effort called the Chicago Freedom 

 
5 Crawford, 14. 
6 Crawford, 14. 
7 James R. Grossman, Ann Durking Keating & Janice L. Reiff, eds., The Encyclopedia of Chicago (Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press, 2004), 167. 
8 “Rockefeller Talks on Eve of Convention,” Chicago Tribune, July 13, 1960. 
9 “5,000 Negroes Set March on Amphitheater,” Chicago Tribune, July 24, 1960. 

  10 James R. Ralph, Northern Protest: Martin Luther King, Jr., Chicago, and the Civil Rights Movement, (Cambridge, Mass: 
Harvard University Press, 1993), 16.  

11 Crawford, 14. 
12 “Georgia Negro Lawyer Will Address Rally,” Chicago Tribune, November 18, 1963. 
13 Douglas Wertheimer, “1 Building, 2 Stories,” Chicago Jewish Star, January 29, 2016. 
14 Crawford, 14. 
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Movement, utilizing the tactic of articulating the movement’s goals in specific terms.15  The CCCO was 
founded by the Chicago Urban League and the Chicago NAACP, among others, and encompassed 40 affiliates, 
including white groups such as the Catholic Interracial Council.16  Focusing the Movement’s efforts on the 
city’s West Side, on January 26, 1966, King and his wife Coretta moved into a run-down apartment building in 
North Lawndale at 1550 S. Hamlin Avenue. Bernard Lee located the apartment for King and it was located a 
few blocks from Stone Temple.17 The Movement also designated Stone Temple Baptist Church its West Side 
“Action Center”, which was soon superseded by the Warren Avenue Congregational Church.18  
 
The Chicago Freedom Movement set as its goal the elimination of urban poverty with a primary objective of 
ending housing discrimination in the city, to make Chicago an “open city” with no segregated neighborhoods. 
On July 17, 1966, Jerry Davis of the American Friends Service Committee spoke at Stone Temple Baptist, 
announcing a “Summer Action Program” where ‘testers’ would begin visiting real estate offices in Chicago to 
make sure that listings of properties were available to all prospective buyers, white or Black.19  This event, 
sponsored by the SCLC and the Coordinating Council of Community Organizations led to a significant 
milestone in Chicago’s fair housing struggle.20  On August 26, 1966, negotiations between city leaders and 
movement activists resulted in an agreement between King, Mayor Richard J. Daley, Catholic Archbishop John 
P. Cody, and Ross Beatty, the head of the Chicago Real Estate Board, which took positive steps to end housing 
discrimination.  In a speech in front of 900 people at Stone Temple Baptist, King stated “the total eradication of 
housing discrimination has been made possible.  Never before has such a far-reaching move been made.” Mayor 
Daley called it “a great day” for the city of Chicago.21 
   
Following the summit agreement, King and some SCLC members remained in Chicago to continue slum-
mitigation programs, voter registration, Operation Breadbasket, and job training programs, some which were 
hosted at Stone Temple Baptist.22 In response to the Vietnam War, on March 25, 1967, King returned to 
Chicago to lead 5,000 marchers through downtown as the first anti-war march of his career.23    
 
On April 11, 1968, one week after King’s assassination, Congress passed the Fair Housing Act as part of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1968 which prohibits discrimination based on race in the sale or rental of housing. 
Historians agree that the King’s Chicago Freedom Movement raised national consciousness about racial 
discrimination in housing and helped shape political consensus to pass this legislation.24 
 
Activism at Stone Temple Baptist continued after Dr. King’s death.  The Black Panther Party formed in the 
mid-1960s and represented a philosophy shift away from the Chicago Freedom Movement by questioning 
interracial activism and nonviolent direct action.25  On December 4, 1971, Black Panther Chairman Bobby 
Seale spoke at Stone Temple, leading a “Rally for Survival” after a strike on December 3 to protest the killing 
of two Black Panthers in a police raid two years prior.26  In recent years, Stone Temple Baptist Church holds an 

 
 15 David J. Garrow, Bearing the Cross: Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, (New 

York: W. Morrow, 1986), 522.  
16 Grossman, Keating, and Reiff, 168. 
17 Garrow, 464. 

 18 Ralph, 138.  
19 “Civil Rights ‘Testers’ Move NW,” Chicago Humboldt Journal, July 20, 1966. 
20 “King Aide to Explain CFM Aims at St. Phil Friday,” Chicago Austin News, July 27, 1966. 
21 “Pact Provides Equal Access to Housing, Loans,” Chicago Tribune, August 27, 1966. 
22 Ralph, 243. 
23 Crawford, 14. 
24 Ibid. 
25 Grossman, Keating, and Reiff, 168. 
26 “Panthers Call for Strike Today,” Chicago Tribune, December 3, 1971. 
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annual rally every January, organized in concert with the Jewish United Fund and the North Lawndale 
Historical and Cultural Society.  At this event, speakers reflect on King’s life and ask Chicagoans to unite 
through action rather than words.27 
 
Architect Joseph W. Cohen & Co.  
 
Per City of Chicago building permits, the First Romanian Congregation Synagogue was designed by Joseph W. 
Cohen & Co.  Joseph W. Cohen was born in Russia on October 15, 1888,28 and arrived in Chicago with his 
parents in 1902.29  A 1914 graduate of the Armour Institute (now known as the Illinois Institute of Technology), 
he began his career working for architect Henry L. Newhouse.30  Cohen married Mary Schore in Chicago on 
June 29, 1919,31 and the couple went on to have three children.  Records indicate that during the 1920s he 
designed four apartment buildings, two commercial buildings and one other synagogue (Congregation Anshe 
Lebovitz, 1500 S. Drake Avenue, 1922).32  In the last five years of his career, Joseph Cohen worked as an 
architect for the Chicago Board of Education.  He died in Chicago on August 18, 1958 at age 72.33 
 
Stone Temple Baptist’s Design in Context 
 
The area bounded by W. Douglas Blvd. on the south and S. Independence Blvd. on the west was and is home to 
a high concentration of ecclesiastical architecture. The original Irish Catholic and Bohemian residents of this 
neighborhood were supplanted by Jews after 1910. The most significant Christian church building was the 
Richardsonian Romanesque building constructed for St. Agatha Roman Catholic Parish at 3147 W. Douglas 
Blvd. in 1903-06, designed by Prindiville & Egan and demolished in 1982. William F. Gubbins designed its 
still-extant adjoining rectory or parish hall, at 3143 W. Douglas Boulevard in 1897, in a Romanesque Revival 
style rendered in brownstone. Today St. Agatha’s is the largest Black Catholic parish on the west side. 
 
Stone Temple Baptist, when built as Anshe Roumania, was one of a cluster of synagogues on W. Douglas 
Boulevard. There were a dozen synagogues (of the approximately 60 Jewish congregations in North Lawndale), 
most with imposing Classical facades. All but one was Orthodox. The surviving synagogues are now home to 
Christian denominations. In addition to various Classical-style synagogues, a distinctive form in the North 
Lawndale neighborhood incorporated barrel-vaulted roofs atop a blocky structure, with a large lunette window 
on the main façade.  The largest of this form was the Anshe Kenesses Israel Congregation, the Russische Shul, 
which was located at 3411 W. Douglas Boulevard. It was designed in 1913 by Aroner & Somers. In this design, 
classical Ionic columns with foliate decoration and a Star of David supported a heavy entablature, surmounted 
by the large barrel vault filled by a stained glass lunette with a centrally placed Star of David.  Like Stone 
Temple Baptist, the synagogue also became a Baptist church, Shepherd’s Temple, and Dr. King spoke there as 
well.34 The building was demolished in 2012. A smaller synagogue of similar plan was the Beth Hamedrash 
Hagodol Ub’nai Jacob synagogue, formerly located at 3457 W. Douglas.  Completed in 1915, the building was 

 
27 Wertheimer. 
28 U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918, digital image s.v. “Joseph Cohen”, available at ancestry.com. 

(accessed February 8, 2020). 
29 1920 United States Federal Census, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois, digital image s.v. “Joseph Cohen”, available at 

ancestry.com. (accessed February 8, 2020). 
30 A.N. Grossman, ed., The Armour Engineer (Chicago, IL: The Armour Institute, November 1914), 120. 
31 Cook County, Illinois Marriage Indexes, 1912-1942, digital image s.v. “Joseph Cohen”, available at ancestry.com. 

(accessed February 8, 2020). 
32 Crawford, 11.  
33 “Obituary: Joseph Cohen.” Chicago Tribune, August 19, 1958. https://www.newspapers.com/image/389978328/ (accessed 

Feb 27, 2020). 
34 Ron Grossman, “Synagogues have 2nd lives as churches,” Chicago Tribune, March 5, 2012. 
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a radical redesign by architect Alexander J. Levy of the former Frances E. Willard Memorial Methodist Church. 
In his redesign, the traditional church front of a corner steeple and front gable end was removed and replaced 
with a bold barrel vault and lunette atop a broad entrance.  Brick was laid with projecting courses providing a 
horizontal counterpoint to the verticality of the front façade, while the original side façade facing S. St. Louis 
Ave. was left largely intact, with the peaked gable end being replaced by a rounded parapet.   
 
The Beth Amedrish Hagodol (Albany Park Hebrew Congregation) Synagogue, formerly located at 4601 N 
Lawndale Ave., is arguably the Chicago synagogue which most closely resembled Stone Temple Baptist.  
Designed by Maurice L. Bein in 1926,35 the building’s front façade shared the same vertical emphasis with a 
squat ground level supporting two taller stories above, and three soaring arches containing windows.  As in 
Stone Temple’s design, Beth Amedrish Hagodol’s front façade culminated in a pedimented parapet, also 
displaying brick diapering at the cornice.  The front façade treatment was continued around the south façade 
facing W. Wilson Avenue, as was Stone Temple’s west façade facing S. Millard Avenue.  Another synagogue 
with detailing similar to that of Stone Temple Baptist is the former South Side Hebrew Congregation synagogue 
located at 7345 S. Chappel Ave.  Designed in 1927 by architect Morris L. Komar, the building shares the same 
exterior materials as Stone Temple, being limestone and yellow brick.  The main façade is wider than that of 
Stone Temple but shares a triple entrance and pedimented central bay.  The brickwork of the pediment and 
parapet is laid in a grid pattern, and it is supported by a shallow cornice of limestone arches. Three pointed 
arches dominate the fenestration, with round-headed stained-glass windows set within.  The window treatment 
wraps around the side façade facing E. 74th St.  Now known as the All Nations Worship Assembly, the building 
is still extant. 
 
Other Jewish institutions are located in the immediate area of Stone Temple Baptist. One of which, the Jewish 
People’s Institute (JPI) is located at 3500 W. Douglas Boulevard. Executed in a Moorish Revival style not 
unlike that of Stone Temple Baptist, it was designed and built by Jewish architects Klaber & Grunsfeld in 
1927.36  The JPI left the premises in 1955 and today serves as home to the Lawndale Community Academy. The 
JPI is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
The North Lawndale Community 
 
Chicago’s Lawndale neighborhood became one of the city’s leading Jewish neighborhoods in the first half of 
the twentieth century, “resulting in…one of the greatest Jewish districts in the world.”37  As the city expanded, 
the Jewish settlement in the lower West Side expanded to Ravenswood, Albany Park, Rogers Park, and the 
North Shore, but the largest concentration settled in Lawndale.38  The neighborhood of Lawndale surrounding 
Douglas Park had first been laid out and improved in the 1880s, when city water was connected to the area and 
a school was built and the neighborhood was marketed as being a good place for investment with road and rail 
access to the center of the city.39  It had initially been populated by a small number of Dutch and English 
farmers, and later by Irish and Bohemians.  Subsequently, Chicago’s West Side, including the area around 
Douglas Park, Roosevelt Road, and S. Independence and S. Douglas boulevards, became home to thousands of 
Jews. Between 1910 and 1960, 110,000 Jews lived on the west side.40   

 
35 “New Building for Albany Park,” Chicago Tribune, February 7, 1926. 
36 Alice Sinkevitch and Laurie McGovern Petersen, AIA Guide to Chicago, 2014, Third (University of Illinois Press, 2014), 

371. 
37 Hyman L. Meites, ed., History of the Jews in Chicago. (Chicago: Jewish Historical Society of Illinois, 1924; Chicago 

Jewish Historical Society/Wellington Press, 1990.), 316. 
38 Ibid. 
39 Ibid. 
40 Irving Cutler, The Jews of Chicago: From Shtetl to Suburb. Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press, 1996, 210.  
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The Jews who settled North Lawndale were escaping from poverty, restrictions in their homeland and the 
Russian pogroms.41 There were three major waves of Jewish settlement: 1881-84, following the assassination of 
Alexander II; 1903-06, following the announcement of the October Manifesto and 1919-21, during the Russian 
Civil War. Over two million Jews migrated from Russia to America between 1881 and 1924. In Chicago the 
Jewish port of entry, Maxwell Street, was an area of crowded streets, sweatshops and wood housing that would 
best be described as “firetraps.” Once the Jewish population gained success and could afford better living 
conditions, they skipped over the area laced with railroads and devoted to industry, and moved three miles west, 
attracted to the beautiful residential streets of North Lawndale.  
 
North Lawndale was an area composed of quiet streets, a spacious park and convenient transportation. Houses 
were brick or stone. The most beautiful place to live was along the parks and boulevards, which featured 
numerous sturdy greystone flats. There was opportunity to buy and rent out the second apartment or to rent in 
buildings of various sizes. Most of the residential properties in North Lawndale were two- or three-flats, many 
with attractive architectural detailing. Unlike Maxwell Street, there were no flimsy wood buildings. The houses 
featured broad front porches, light and airy rooms and, for those facing the parks and boulevards, front lawns 
visually extending beyond their own property lines. Although the edges of North Lawndale were encircled by 
industry, there was none here. Most of the Jewish residents of North Lawndale tended not to work in the nearby 
industrial areas where International Harvester and Western Electric were located. Some residents, however, 
were employed at Sears, Roebuck & Company, which was run by German Jewish entrepreneur and 
philanthropist Hyde Park resident Julius Rosenwald.42 The Sears complex occupied 41 acres at 925 S. Homan, 
between Douglas and Garfield parks. 
 
The areas fronting Douglas Park and W. Douglas and S. Independence boulevards served as home to the area’s 
most important Jewish institutions—synagogues, schools, social organizations and recreational facilities. 
Roosevelt Road was the major shopping street, lined with Jewish-owned cafes and delicatessens, theaters, 
grocery stores and shops. Although much of Roosevelt Road was decimated following Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr.’s assassination in 1968 and the ensuing riots on Chicago’s West Side, the section facing Douglas Park is 
fairly intact. It is made up of several multi-use commercial buildings and two greystone 3-flats built in the 
1890s.  
 
The ethnic development of the surrounding neighborhood is reflected in two of the area’s non-residential 
buildings. St. Anthony’s Hospital, located at 2875 W. 19th Street, was established in 1897 as a faith-based 
hospital operated by Franciscan sisters to meet the health needs of the southwest side ethnic population, many 
of whom worked in the nearby factories and the stockyards. Located at the intersection of W. 19th Street and S. 
California Avenue, facing the park, it is an imposing seven-story red brick building with stone trim, featuring 
Flemish gables. Maimonides Hospital (today Mt. Sinai Hospital), at 1501-1525 S. California Avenue, opened in 
1912. It was built to serve the poor Jewish immigrants fleeing from Eastern Europe as well as provide medical 
training for Eastern European Jewish physicians. It was Chicago’s second Jewish hospital.43 Many of the Jews 
who had settled in the neighborhood of Douglas Park, wanted a facility with a Kosher kitchen and were 
uncomfortable at Michael Reese Hospital, which had been founded earlier by the more assimilated and 
increasingly wealthy German Jewish population in the south lakefront area, a tonier section of Chicago.44  

 
41 Pogroms were government-condoned organized massacres of the Jewish people.  “Pogroms” Encyclopedia of Russian 

History, 2004. http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Pogroms.aspx   
42 Cutler, 212.   
43 Ibid., 158-160. 
44 These affluent German Jews included Joseph Schaffner (clothing), Robert Mandel (retail), Albert Pick (hotels) and Julius 

Rosenwald (retailing). The German Jewish community had arrived in Chicago well before the eastern European Jews, became 
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Besides Maimonides/Mt. Sinai Hospital, there were several Jewish institutions facing Douglas Park. Three were 
located on Albany Avenue, on the west side of the park: the Jewish Day and Night Nursery, the Jewish People’s 
Convalescent Home and the Marks Nathan Jewish Orphan Home. Designed by Alexander L. Levy and located 
at 1550 S. Albany, this orphanage was built to ensure that 300 boys and girls were well-housed, well-dressed 
and fed Kosher meals. The building was constructed in 1912. Adjacent to the home is a synagogue building, 
located at 1564 S. Albany. Both are Classical Revival buildings. Today the Marks Nathan orphanage houses the 
Sacred Heart Home. There is also a Classical Revival school building at 1832-58 S. Albany Avenue, designed 
by Arthur F. Hussander in 1918. 
 
History of the Anshe Roumania congregation 
 
The First Roumanian Congregation of Chicago was formed in 1899 as an extension of a benevolent society 
founded the previous year by a group of Romanian immigrants, intended to “extend financial assistance to their 
countrymen and to foster fellowship and social intercourse.”  Religious services were held in small storefronts 
and flats on Chicago’s Near West Side until 1902, when a former Catholic church building at the corner of 
Union and Fourteenth streets was purchased.  Attendance increased as the city’s Romanian population 
expanded, and daily religious services were held to accommodate the needs of parishioners.  By 1919, the shift 
of Chicago’s Jewish population to North Lawndale made attendance difficult for many worshippers, and a new 
building in that neighborhood was planned.  The membership of the congregation had increased to 250 families, 
prompting a scheme for a grand building to cost $200,000.  The cornerstone of the Anshe Roumania Synagogue 
was laid in a ceremony performed May 23, 1925, and the building was dedicated on August 15, 1926.  The 
scale of the new facilities allowed for a Hebrew school with a daily attendance of 250 pupils.45 
 
Shortly after the dedication of the new synagogue, the First Romanian Congregation was visited in the course of 
an American tour by Queen Marie of Romania, who reigned as Romania’s queen consort from 1914 to 1927.  
She was accompanied by her children Princess Ileana and Prince Nicholas.  The First Roumanian Congregation 
welcomed the royal visitors on November 14, 1926.46 Despite the fact that many Jews had fled Romania as a 
result of anti-Semitic policy in their homeland, the First Roumanian Congregation was given an extravagant 
welcome from the congregation and some 20,000 spectators gathered outside the synagogue.47 The event was 
attended by Mayor William Emmett Dever, Ambassador Ira Nelson Morris and congregation member Judge 
Fisher, who expressed to the Queen the congregation’s ‘prayer that the time will soon come when our people 
over in Roumania will not need any help. And we are confident that under your benign influence it will soon be 
that our people in your country will be enjoying hospitality’48, referring to the aid to Romanian Jews that the 
First Roumanian congregation had been providing.49 
 
In late December 1927, pogroms occurred in two majority-Jewish cities in Romania, which resulted in the 
burning of synagogues and beatings of Jews. A few weeks later, the First Roumanian Congregation hosted a 

 
successful and held prominent positions in Chicago’s business community. Increasingly drawn to Reform Judaism, it was they who 
financed several Jewish social institutions, including Michael Reese Hospital.   

45 James S. Winner, ed., History of the First Roumanian Congregation of Chicago (Chicago: Privately printed, 1929), 5-7, 
https://jgsi.org/First-Roumanian-1929-Memorial-Book. 

46 Ibid., 7. 
47 Ibid., 8. 
48 Genevieve Forbes Herrick, “Heeds Call of King to be Home for Christmas,” Chicago Tribune, November 15, 1926. 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/355190374 (accessed February 27, 2020). 
49 “Roumanian Jewish Congregation in Chicago Welcomes Queen Marie at Synagogue.” Jewish Daily Bulletin, November 

16, 1926. http://pdfs.jta.org/1926/1926-11-16_620.pdf?_ga=2.143825013.1355150625.1590723362-143259446.1562036306 
(accessed February 27, 2020). 
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meeting attended by Jews and Christians alike, local politicians, and Jane Addams where resolutions 
denouncing anti-Semitism in Romania were adopted and programs to aid Romanian Jews were organized.50 The 
congregation would continue to work for justice for Romanian and European Jews in the 1930s and 1940s, and 
celebrated its 50th anniversary in 1947 with a Golden Jubilee banquet where it was announced that the 
congregation would send a representative to visit Romania “to study the needs of the people there, so that the 
congregation may be of the greatest aid to them.”51  
 
In the 1950s, North Lawndale began a rapid shift from being a Jewish to an African-American neighborhood. 
By 1960, 91% of the community area's population was African-American as urban renewal cleared sections of 
Chicago’s south side and Jewish residents and institutions moved to other city neighborhoods on the city’s north 
side, and into northern suburbs.52 As the Jewish population of Lawndale scattered, the First Roumanian 
congregation was disbanded and its rabbi, Harris Goldstein, assumed leadership of a summer congregation at 
Benton Harbor, Michigan. The synagogue at Douglas and Millard was then sold to an African American 
congregation led by Rev. James Marcellus Stone in 1954.53   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
50 James S. Winner, ed., History of the First Roumanian Congregation of Chicago (Chicago: Privately printed, 1929), 8, 

https://jgsi.org/First-Roumanian-1929-Memorial-Book. 
51 “First Romanian Temple to Hold Golden Jubilee,” Chicago Tribune, May 18, 1947, 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/372573304/ (accessed February 27, 2020). 
52 James R. Grossman, Ann Durking Keating & Janice L. Reiff, eds., The Encyclopedia of Chicago (Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press, 2004), 576. 
53 “Baptist Church Will Hail Move to West Side,” Chicago Tribune, July 4, 1954, 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/202004726/ (accessed February 27, 2020). 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been X State Historic Preservation Office 
 requested)   Other State agency 

X previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 
 previously determined eligible by the National Register X Local government 
 designated a National Historic Landmark  University 
 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________  Other 
 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ Name of repository:   
 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
  

 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): 
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10.  Geographical Data                                                               
 

Acreage of Property F less than one 
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage; enter “Less than one” if the acreage is .99 or less) 

 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84: F  
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 

 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 

The Stone Temple Baptist Church is bounded in the south by W. Douglas Blvd., west by S. Millard Ave., 
north by the alley running parallel to W. Douglas Blvd., and on the east by the lot line 65’ east of S. Millard 
Ave. 
 
Parcel 1: 
Lots 15, 16, 17 and the East ½ of Lot 19 and Lot 20, in Block 4 in Vance and Phillips Boulevard Addition in 
the Northwest ¼ of Section 23, Township 39 North, Range 13 East of the Third Principal Meridian, in Cook 
County, Illinois. 
 
Parcel 2: 
Subdivision Parcel A: 
The West ½ (excepting the West 33 feet, the North 125, and the South 16 feet of the East 8 feet of said West 
½) of the North 16 rods of the East ½ of the East ½ of the Southeast ¼ of the Northwest ¼ of Section 12, 
Township 39 North, Range 13 in Cook County, Illinois. 
 
Subdivision Parcel B: 
The West 28 feet of the East ½ (except the South 16 feet and except the North 125 feet thereof) of the North 
16 rods of the East ½ of the East ½ of the Southeast ¼ of the Northwest ¼ of Section 23, Aforesaid, in Cook 
County, Illinois. 
 
Subdivision Parcel C: 
The West 51.5 feet of the East 85.5 feet of the East ½ (except the North 125 feet and the South 16 feet 
thereof) of the North 16 rods of the East ½ of the East ½ of the Northwest ¼ of Section 23, Township 39 
North, Range 13, in Cook County, Illinois. 
 
Commonly Known as: 3622 West Douglas Blvd., Chicago, Illinois 60623 
P.I.N. #16-23-113-026-0000 

 
 
 

1  41.863000   -87.716300  3      
 Latitude   Longitude   Latitude 

 
 Longitude 

2       4      
 Latitude 

 
 Longitude    

 
Latitude  Longitude 
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 

The boundary consists of the current parcel that best includes the historic boundary of the Stone Temple 
Baptist Church as it was originally built. 

 
 
 
11. Form Prepared By  

name/title  Andrew Elders  date  March 6, 2022 

organization  Independent Contractor telephone  309-373-2538 

street & number   1037 Pleasant Street, #1C email  aeillini@gmail.com 

city or town    Oak Park state  IL zip code  60302 

 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

 GIS Location Map (Google Earth or BING) 
 

 Local Location Map 
 
 Site Plan 

 
 Floor Plans (As Applicable) 
 
 Photo Location Map (Include for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all photographs to 

this map and insert immediately after the photo log and before the list of figures). 
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Photographs:  

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 3000x2000 pixels, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, 
the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph.  
 

Photo Log  

  Name of Property:  Stone Temple Baptist Church 

  City or Vicinity:  Chicago 

  County: Cook State:  IL 

  Photographer: Andrew Elders 

  Date Photographed:  

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 

 
Photo 1 of 41:  Douglas Boulevard façade, looking north  
 
Photo 2 of 41:  Douglas Boulevard façade, looking northwest 
 
Photo 3 of 41:  Douglas Boulevard and Millard Avenue facades, looking northeast 
 
Photo 4 of 41:  Douglas Boulevard façade, main entrance door detail, looking north 
 
Photo 5 of 41:  Douglas Boulevard façade, parapet detail, looking north 
 
Photo 6 of 41:  East façade, looking northwest 
 
Photo 7 of 41:  Millard Avenue façade, looking southeast, with Stone Temple Dining Room at left and 

main church building at right 
 
Photo 8 of 41:  Millard Avenue façade of Stone Temple Dining Room, looking east 
 
Photo 9 of 41:  Vestibule showing entrance doors from Douglas Boulevard, looking southwest 
 
Photo 10 of 41: Southwest stairs looking down to vestibule and up to narthex, looking southeast 
 
Photo 11 of 41:  Stair newel detail at landing of southwest stair 
 
Photo 12 of 41: Narthex, looking west 
 
Photo 13 of 41: Narthex, doors into sanctuary and east stair, looking northeast 
 
Photo 14 of 41:  Southwest stair at third floor, looking south 
 
Photo 15 of 41:  Third floor bathroom, looking east 
 
Photo 16 of 41:  Sanctuary, looking north 
 
Photo 17 of 41:  Sanctuary, looking east 
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Photo 18 of 41:  Sanctuary, looking south 
 
Photo 19 of 41:  Sanctuary, looking west 
 
Photo 20 of 41:  Sanctuary, looking southeast at balcony 
 
Photo 21 of 41:  Sanctuary, looking southwest at balcony 
 
Photo 22 of 41:  Sanctuary, window detail, looking west 
 
Photo 23 of 41:  Sanctuary, window detail, looking south 
 
Photo 24 of 41:  Sanctuary, north wall window detail, looking north 
 
Photo 25 of 41:  Sanctuary chancel, looking northwest from balcony 
 
Photo 26 of 41:  Sanctuary, Torah ark at chancel, looking north 
 
Photo 27 of 41:  Sanctuary, primary chandelier  
 
Photo 28 of 41:  Sanctuary, balcony chandelier 
 
Photo 29 of 41:  Sanctuary, under-balcony light fixture 
 
Photo 30 of 41:  Sanctuary, large balcony sconce 
 
Photo 31 of 41:  Sanctuary, small main-floor sconce 
 
Photo 32 of 41:  Stone Temple Dining Room, first floor vestibule, looking south to stairs 
 
Photo 33 of 41:  Stone Temple Dining room, first floor, looking south 
 
Photo 34 of 41:  Stone Temple Dining Room, first floor, looking northeast 
 

Photo 35 of 41: Stone Temple Dining Room, first floor kitchen, looking south  
 
Photo 36 of 41:  Stone Temple Dining Room, looking west to stair 

 
Photo 37 of 41: Stone Temple Dining Room, second floor cloak room, looking west 
 
Photo 38 of 41:  Stone Temple Dining Room, second floor restroom, looking north 
 
Photo 39 of 41:  Stone Temple Dining Room, second floor vestibule, looking east 
 
Photo 40 of 41:  Stone Temple Dining Room, second floor assembly room, looking northwest 
 
Photo 41 of 41:  Stone Temple Dining Room, second floor assembly room, looking northeast 
 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
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Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.

























Put Here 

NPS Form 10-900-a 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

OMB Control No. 1024-0018 

Stone Temple Baptist Church 
Name of Property 

Cook County, Illinois 
County and State 
N/A 
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number  Additional Documentation  Page  36  

 

 

Figure 12. Audience applauding for King’s speech at Stone Temple Baptist Church, August 26, 1966 
(ST-17600439, Chicago Sun-Times Collection, Chicago History Museum) 

 




